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and bright after filtration, but it has dissolved salts
of lime from the bone-charcoal, and in order that
these may be removed it must be delimed.
Filtration of glycerine is a very lengthy operation,
and to ensure a regular course of work it is abso-
lutely necessary to have a sufficient number of char-
coal filters ready, and so to combine them in
batteries that the amount of glycerine placed on the
first filter, after it has passed through one or several
batteries, should flow out of the last filter as a
perfectly clear and bright glycerine. With regard
to their disposition, the filters used for filtration of
glycerine are very similar to those used for the
purification of sugar solutions in sugar factories.
As the absorption power of bone-charcoal for colour-
ing and odorous substances is not unlimited, the
filters must be renewed from time to time. As a
rule, the filter batteries are placed together in such a
manner that, for instance, six filters are connected
with one another ; the first filter through, which the
glycerine flows will also be the first to become in-
effectual as it will have already extracted from the
glycerine large quantities of colouring and odorous
substances. This filter is then removed, and at the
end of the battery a filter filled with fresh bone-
charcoal is placed, so that now the filter which was
No. 2 is No. 1 and No. (5 is No. 5. No. (> is the
newly added filter.
The porous bone-charcoal retains considoral>1 e
quantities of glycerine, and this glycerine can be
obtained by forcing it out with water which is let